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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(Department of Agriculture and Cooperation) 

(DIRECTORATE OF ECONOMICS AND STATISTICS) 
NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi, the 11th August, 2009 

F. No, G. 30011/4/2009-EA.—A committee has been 
constituted on 26th February, 2009 under the Chairmanship 
of Prof' A. Vaidyanathan, Eminent Agriculture Economist, 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India for 
improving agricultural statistics and to examine use of 
remote sensing applications in agricultural statistics. The 
Committee would also review present schemes of Timely 
Reporting Scheme (TRS), Establishment of an Agency for 
Reporting of Agricultural Statistics (EARAS) and 
Improvement of Crop Statistics (ICS). The Committee has 
the following members: 

1. Prof. U. R. Rao, Former Chairman, Space 
Commission. 

2. Professor S. P. Mukheijee, Chairman, Calcutta 
Statistical Association. 

3. Dr. S.M.Jharwal, Principal Adviser, D/o 
Agriculture & Cooperation, M/o Agriculture. 

4. Economic & Statistical Adviser, Directorate of 
Economics and Statistics, M/o Agriculture. 

5. Additional Director General,NSSO, FOD, M/o 
Slat i stic s and Programme Implementation. 

6. Dr S.D.Sharma, Additional Director General, 
ICAR, New Delhi. 

7. Dr. Prem Narain, Agriculture Scientist. 

8. Deputy Director General, National Statistical 
Commission. 


9-12. Director, State Agricultural Statistics Authority 
(SASA) - Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Andhra 
Pradesh and Gujarat. 

13. Adviser (ASI), Directorate of Economics and 
Statistics, M/o Agriculture. 

Terms of Reference (TORs) of the Committee are as 
under: 

1. Review the current methodology used in Timely 
Reporting Scheme (TRS), Establishment of an 
Agency for Reporting of Agricultural Statistics 
(EARAS), Improvement of Crop Statistics (ICS) 
and General Crop Estimation Survey (GCES) 
for estimating land use, crop-wise area, irrigated 
area, yield and production. 

2. Assess the problems being faced in observing 
prescribed methodology, organisation and 
procedures for collection and validation of the 
data. 

3. Suggest ways and means to ensure availability 
of estimates, which are reliable and collected 
timely. 

4. Suggest institutional framework for 
Improvement of Agricultural Statistics. 

5. Review experience of Remote Sensing 
technology for estimating area Mid yield of 
various crops. 

6. Suggest measures, techniques and 

organisational arrangements needed to make 
satellite data more reliable by ground truthing 
the same. 

7. Other relevant issue relevant for improving 
reliability, accuracy, standards, timely 
collection, etc. of Agricultural Statistics. 

Directorate of Economics & Statistics, M/o 
Agriculture would provide secretarial assistance to the 
Committee, which would submit its report in six months 
from the date of its constitution to the National Statistical 
Commission. 

D. K. ROY, Under Secy. 
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